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Fl ori da Senate - 2006

Bill

PROPOSED COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
No. SB 1694

Bar code 354818 Comm RCS 03/27/2006 05:21 PM

586- 1999A- 06
Proposed Conmittee Substitute by the Conmittee on Children and
Fam i es

Be It

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to conmmunity-based care;
establishing a 3-year pilot programin
M ami - Dade, Monroe, and Broward Counti es;
providing for the transfer of certain
responsibilities fromthe Department of
Children and Fam |y Services to specified
conmuni ty- based care | ead agencies; providing
for funding the pilot programfrom bl ock grants
and federal funds; requiring that the
department enter into fixed-price contracts;
requi ring that annual financial statenents
regardi ng the pilot program be provided to the
Governor, the departnent, and the Legisl ature;
requiring that an independent arbitrator
resol ve certain disputes related to contracts;
requiring that contract nanagenent and
oversi ght be conducted by third-party entities;
requiring such entities to submt reports to
t he Governor and the Legislature; providing for
the transfer of child welfare | egal services to
t he specified comunity-based care | ead
agenci es; requiring that the departnent, the
| ead agencies inplementing the pilot program
and the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration
develop a plan for integrating certain Medicaid
nmental health services; providing that funding
i s contingent upon an appropriation; providing

an effective date.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. (1) A 3-year pilot programis established

for the community-based care | ead agencies serving M ani-Dade,

Monroe, and Broward Counties. This pilot programshall all ow

for the transfer of the current | ead agency oversi ght

responsibilities of the Departnent of Children and Fam |y

Services to i ndependent agents and for funding the program

t hrough a bl ock grant that enhances funding flexibility. The

pil ot program shall expand the responsibilities and services

provi ded by these | ead agencies to include child welfare | ega

services.

(2) The Departnent of Children and Family Services

shall enter into a 3-year contract with the designated

communi ty- based care | ead agency serving M ani - Dade and Monr oe

Counties and with the designated communi ty-based care | ead

agency serving Broward County, which have been established in

accordance with s. 409.1671, Florida Statutes. The contracts

must be fixed-price contracts funded in 36 equal nonthly

installments. The first 2 months shall be paid in advance, and

the contract nmust contain the elenents outlined in this

section. The initial 2-nmonth advance paynment is due July 10,

2006. The contracts shall be funded by general revenue through

a bl ock grant and by federal Title IV-E funding. The ampunt of

federal Title IV-E funding allocated in each year of the

3-vear pilot programshall be equal to the ampbunt earned by

each of the | ead agencies during the 2005-2006 fiscal vyear

The state shall be held harnless for any shortfall caused by

the | ead agencies' inability to earn the allocated Title IV-E

fundi ng, and each | ead agency's contract shall be increased in

accordance with any federal overearnings. Funding in excess of

the contracted anmpunts for the | ead agencies shall be

available only in the event of additional specific |leqislative
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appropriations for services provided under s. 409.1671

Florida Statutes; an increase in the popul ation of children

served whi ch exceeds 3 percent of the popul ation of children

served on June 15, 2005, by either | ead agency; or unforeseen

cat astrophic events as deternined by the Governor and funded

by the Leqgislature. The | ead agencies shall annually provide

certified audited financial statements to the Governor, the

Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, and the

appropriations commttees of the Leqgislature. Al other

required fiscal reporting shall be deternined by the

i ndependent fiscal nonitors selected by the parties. For

pur poses of this section, the term"parties" neans the two

| ead agencies inplenenting this pilot programand the

Departnent _of Children and Fanmily Services. In order to

facilitate and expedite the execution of this section, the

parties shall engage an i ndependent arbitrator for purposes of

di spute resolution, including any disputes related to the form

and substance of the contract to execute the pil ot program

with an award of fees and costs to the prevailing party. The

arbitrator's role shall be limted to selecting which of the

party's position is nore reasonabl e.

(3) Contract managenent, fiscal oversight, and

progranmati c_oversi ght shall be conducted by independent,

nongovernnmental third-party entities and shall be conducted in

a _manner jointly agreed to by the | ead agencies and the

departnment. The cost of contracting with these independent

entities shall be funded by the departnment. Notw thstandi ng

any other provision to the contrary, the pil ot program may not

be inplenmented until the parties have agreed to the sel ection

of these entities and the nmanner in which they are to carry

out their responsibilities. Fiscal oversight shall be
3
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conducted in a manner _simlar to the nodel used by the

department during the 2005-2006 fiscal year in M am - Dade and

Monroe Counties. In order to be able to conpare the

performance of the pilot progranmis | ead agencies with that of

ot her | ead agencies, the programmati c perfornmance of the pil ot

progranmi s | ead agencies shall be neasured and nonitored by

out conme _neasures contained in their contracts with the

department which are in effect on the effective date of this

section. The independent entities shall submt their reports

directly to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(4) The departnment shall transfer the child welfare

| egal services programin Broward, M am -Dade, and Monroe

Counties to the | ead agencies effective July 1, 2006. The | ead

agency in M an - Dade and Monroe Counties shall outsource the

child welfare |l egal services programto the departnment on July

1, 2006, for no |longer than 180 days while the | ead agency

devel ops a transition plan to deliver this service. The | ead

agency in Broward County shall outsource the child welfare

| egal services programto the Ofice of the Attorney Cenera

on July 1, 2006, for no longer than 180 days while the | ead

agency develops a transition plan to deliver this service.

Thi s subsection does not prohibit the | ead agency in Broward

County fromcontinuing to outsource the child welfare | ega

services programto the Ofice of the Attorney General upon

conpl etion of the | ead agency's transition plan if nmutually

agreed to by the | ead agency and the Ofice of the Attorney

Cener al .

(5) The departnent and the | ead agencies inplenmenting

the pilot program shall develop an inplenentation plan with

t he Agency for Health Care Administration regarding the
4
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pendi ng Medicaid nental health reformfor the purpose of

i mpl emrenting a local reformnodel that allows for the

integration of services in the current systens of care.

(6) The noneys in this appropriation are appropriated

to the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services for the

2006- 2007 fiscal year for the purpose of funding the contracts

provided for in this section. The contracts shall be funded in

the first vear as follows: $104 nillion for M ani - Dade and

Monroe Counties and $74.3 mllion for Broward County. This

section shall be inmplenented to the extent that appropriations

contained in the General Appropriations Act are available for

such pur pose.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.
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